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a
s the days grow longer 
and warmer, the daffodils 
and hyacinth are break-
ing through, harbingers 

of hope that spring is on the way. 
and at Mesogeo nursery on Mill-
er road, owners terri stanley 
and terry Moyemont are busy 
planting and planning, as they 
spread the word about the ad-
vantages of the fusion gardening 
movement. interweaving plants 
from the Mediterranean Basin 
and southeast asia makes sense 
here; similar growing conditions 
mean these plants thrive and offer 
the advantages of being drought 
resistant, deer resistant and low 
maintenance, while bringing their 
own form of beauty and variety to 
the garden.

for 20 years, stanley has spe-
cialized in consultation, design 
and installation services through-
out the seattle area. she has 
helped many Bainbridge garden-
ers infuse their existing north-
west garden with the excitement 
and dependability of Mediter-
ranean and asian plants. “last 
spring, i worked on a 14-year-
old garden,” stanley says. “exist-
ing plants included Japanese ma-

ple, huge rhododendron, camellia, 
spruces, pines and sword ferns. 
their goals were to fuse the entry 
area with the rest in a seamless 
way, create a sand planting area 
for the septic system, and tear out 
part of the yard to give more grav-
el pathways and garden space. We 
were able to integrate Mediterra-
nean and asian plants such as as-
telias, hebes, clumping bamboo, 
and black mondo grass from Ja-
pan. for more contrast we add-
ed beautiful Mediterranean hel-
lebores with sky-blue foliage. We 
created a wonderful blend of ex-
isting northwest plants with new 
ones that are low maintenance 
but can add color and form all 
their own.”

stanley feels that it is vital that 
the homeowner be comfortable 
with the choices they make to-
gether and confident that the de-
sign will work for them. “it’s a 
good idea to first look at your 
property and ask some essen-
tial questions about the condi-

tions that exist in your own gar-
den,” stanley explains. “You can 
think of the conditions on a hor-
izontal axis, with wet and dry on 
opposite ends, and vertically, sun 
and shade. along with these con-
ditions, we each have a person-
al style that will dictate color and 
form, theme and style, the art 
of the garden.” Based on this re-
view, and a walk around the gar-
den to see what the parameters 
and limitations are, stanley will 
make a plant list, looking for ver-
satile plants that can slide over 
into several positions on these 
scales. With names in hand, it is 
very easy these days for custom-
ers to view photos of plants on-
line and see whether they appeal 
to them in terms of color, form 
and theme. 

“ask yourself, ‘what do i want 
out of it?’ says stanley. “do i want 
a classical, simple or exotic look? 
What do i want to see when i am 
in my garden?” the Mesogeo Web 
site features a list of the plants 
that owners stanley and Moye-
mont are most excited about right 
now, plants that are readily avail-
able, versatile, and offer some-
thing different.

another specialty of stanley’s 
is planting on biofilters and sand. 
she has been working extensive-
ly with alternative septic sys-
tems such as the glendon Biofil-
ter, a sustainable approach where 
everything is processed on-site, 
making it the only system that 
has qualified to be installed on 
wetland areas. her job is to make 
it beautiful, with plants that will 
thrive in the sand and enhance 
the overall garden.

as the northernmost Mediterra-
nean climate in the world, “we’re 
looked at nationally as a very spe-
cial place for plants,” Moyemont 
says. “gardeners on the east 
Coast look at us with great lust, 
because of the things we can grow 
here. We are the furthest West in 
the U.s., with a gardening tradi-
tion less than 100 years old. We 
are pioneers here — compared to 
gardens that go back 200 to 300 
years, and in europe of course, 
much further. here, our maritime 
climate lines up with the asian 
tradition, and the influence from 
our proximity to the Pacific rim, 
while the aspects of the cool Med-
iterranean climate line up with 
the european tradition.”

stanley counts as one of her 
mentors dan hinkley, “our most 
prominent plant explorer,” she 
says. “he revolutionized garden-

ing in the Pacific northwest, be-
ginning in the ‘80s with the ex-
traordinary offerings of rare 
plants from heronswood — and 
making us far more sophisticat-
ed here as a result. he changed 
the whole scene, and his cata-
logs, with their exquisite writ-
ing, are treasures and collectors’ 
items now.” the author of many 
well-regarded books on garden-
ing and a horticulture consul-
tant in high demand to nurseries 
such as Monrovia, hinkley will be 
speaking at Bainbridge gardens 
on March 27. 

another figure to have influ-
enced stanley is gertrude Jeckyl, 
who created more than 400 gar-
dens in the UK, europe and the 
United states before her death 
in the 1930s, and particularly in-

fluenced the cottage and eng-
lish garden trends in the states. “i 
just recently discovered that some 
of her favorites were the aromat-
ic plants of the Mediterranean, 
which do so well here,” stanley 
says. “this is all about the web of 
interconnectivity which garden-
ing is conducive to. Jeckyl wrote 
about her Mediterranean trav-
els, and how touched she was by 
the heady combination of the gum 
cistus, rosemary, myrtle and pun-
gent thyme under her feet. it’s the 
feeling, the smell, the memory 
of sun, the high light, coming to-
gether. fragrance is the first and 
last thing you remember about a 
place.” 

Making it one of the many rea-
sons our gardens are so special; 
now, and in our memories.

Mediterranean, Tropical Varieties are Practical, Fulfilling
mesogeo nursery

Location: 12364 Miller Road N.E., 
Bainbridge Island

Hours: Winter hours by appoint-
ment; call (206) 855-9017

Web site: www.mesogeogarden.
com
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Just a sampling of the varieties to be found at Mesogeo include Phlomis 
bovei ( ssp. maroccana), Geranium palmatum, Fargesia rufa (clumping 
bamboo in back), Pleiobastus viridistriatus (goldstripe bamboo) and 
Orienpet Lily (not yet in bloom).

Terry Moye-
mont, left, and 
Terri Stanley, 
co-owners of 
Mesogeo Nurs-
ery, are happy 
to discuss how 
island garden-
ers can take 
advantage of 
Mediterra-
nean plant va-
rieties in mix-
ing them with 
native plants 
for an exotic, 
easy-to-care-
for garden.
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