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Discover how color 
can transform

your home

Part one of a  
two-part series

By Cindy Vandersluis
for the BainBridge islander

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND

a
s spring approach-
es, thoughts turn 
to the garden; 
clearing out the 

old and making way for the 
new. for Mesogeo nursery 
owners terry Moyemont 
and terri stanley, that 
means expounding the ben-
efits of the Mediterranean/
tropical “fusion” movement 
that is transforming north-
west gardening.

fusion gardening is about 
incorporating plants from 
the Mediterranean ba-
sin, which shares simi-
lar growing conditions to 
those in the Pacific north-
west. some “tropicals” 
from southeast asia can 
also flourish here. “the 
term ‘tropical plants’ some-
times slides over into oth-
er plants, particularly ones 
from southeast asian high 
altitudes,” says Moyemont. 
“the Pacific northwest is 
a northern Mediterranean 
zone, combined with a Pa-

cific Maritime Climate. in 
the Pacific northwest, we 
already grow hundreds of 
species from the Mediterra-
nean basin, australia, new 
Zealand, Chile and south 
africa.” 

some examples would in-
clude cistus and hardy eu-
calyptus. “Cistus was one 
of the first to catch on 
here,” says stanley. “they 
and others that grow to size 
quickly, especially ever-
greens, are used as ‘bones’ 
or structure, so you always 
have something to look at 
between times.” 

these plants are gain-
ing in popularity because 
they are drought toler-
ant, low maintenance, and 
deer proof. Many are quick 
to grow and remain har-
dy. the eucalyptus is so 
fast growing that it can go 
from seed to 14 feet in three 
years.

Most of Western Wash-
ington is Zone 8, in “gar-
dener speak.” some of the 
colder areas, where it is 4-5 
degrees chillier, are Zone 
7. Mesogeo is lucky to have 
both zones represented on 
its seven-acre, 135-year-old 
farm on Miller road, giving 

the owners the opportuni-
ty to test the cold hardiness 
and garden worthiness of 
their stock, and to deter-
mine what plants will work 
best throughout the many 
variations of soil and tem-
perature in the northwest. 
a large greenhouse and the 
resources to obtain seeds 
and varieties from around 
the world are an advantage 
when working with clients 
who are excited about cre-
ating a fusion garden. 

“the Pacific northwest 
is the northernmost Med-
iterranean climate in the 
world,” Moyemont ex-
plains. “some of the na-
tive plants in the orcas is-
lands are like those in the 
northern aegean; these 

places are rocky, dry and 
windy during certain sea-
sons. Part of the Mediter-
ranean climate has to do 
with how you face the wa-
ter and mountains. Where 
we really line up similarly 
in climate is with southern 
new Zealand, where it can 
be cooler, and some higher 
elevations in Central Chile 
and parts of greece where 
they get a lot of rain.”

as for “tropicals,” be-
tween the ships coming in-
to this area, and the large 
asian community, the 
northwest has been receiv-
ing asian plants for more 
than 100 years. “on the typ-
ical northwest plant list, 
many plants are from asia,” 
stanley says. “from these 

same areas in asia are 
plants which appear more 
‘tropical’ than northwest, 
but can morph between the 
two — such as hardy ginger 
and banana.” this tropical/
northwest group includes 
clumping bamboo (not to 
be confused with running 
bamboo, which spreads in 
a way that many gardeners 
find undesirable). “With the 
clumping varieties, all the 
energy of the new shoots 
goes to the inside, at the 
base, each variety form-
ing a set footprint (from 3 
to 8 feet on average). But 
they don’t send out the long 
shoots that the running va-
rieties do, which causes the 
spreading,” stanley says.  

Mesogeo offers a full 
range of garden design, in-
stallation and restoration 
services. stanley has spent 
more than 20 years design-
ing gardens in the seattle 
area. Many of her designs 
have been featured on gar-
den tours including Bain-

bridge in Bloom. she brings 
to her work her extensive 
knowledge of horticulture 
from her travels through 
europe, the Mediterranean 
and north america. 

in addition to his work at 
Mesogeo, Moyemont has 
been a professional videog-
rapher for 40 years, and has 
produced a wide variety of 
documentaries. Moyemont 
is heading off this month to 
document sparoza, the his-
toric home garden of the 
Mediterranean garden so-
ciety in athens, greece.

“at this time, with this 
economy, people don’t want 
to give up their gardens,” 
Moyemont says. “the fea-
tures these plants offer, 
such as being low mainte-
nance, drought resistant 
and hardy, are a real advan-
tage, especially now.”

Next Week: How to incorpo-
rate Mediterranean and trop-
ical varieties into an existing 
garden.

Fusion gardening  
at Mesogeo nursery

“Something is brewing, changing, ever so gradually, in the season. It’s not Spring, barely 
even Chinese New Years. Yet, the red alders are budding, the frogs in our little pool have 
started their songs every afternoon, and something just smells sharper — like an im-
age from a projector being slowly focused. No one event or thing stands out and declares 
to any one of the senses. It’s more a web of occurrences, like the mycelium crisscrossing 
and connecting the soil beneath us. It is an almost ethereal, filmy, gigantic poetic object 
which connects us here in today’s in-between state with an about-to-be present: an inti-
mation of growth.”

— from the Mesogeo facebook page

Mesogeo nursery

Location: 12364 Miller Road NE, Bainbridge Island

Winter hours: by appointment, call (206) 855-9017

Web site: www.mesogeogarden.com

Terri Stanley and Terry Moyemont will be speaking at Bloedel 
Reserve March 2 as part of the Spring Lecture Series.


